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GIVE the GIFT of LIFE, GIVE BLOOD 
 
Christmas Day has been awaited for, come and gone but the spirit of Christmas 
continues throughout the year.  This is a very generous church congregation based on 
our giving to Habitat for Humanity, the Heifer Project and Toberman Neighborhood 
Center and the outpouring of support to UMCOR for those affected by natural 
disasters around the world.  We all know this and are happy to be a part of this 
generosity. 
 
The blood drive is a different kind of opportunity to give. 

 
1) There is no substitute for blood. 
2) Southern California must import 40% of its blood supply from other parts of the country, from the South and 

Midwest. 
3) One unit of blood, separated into 3 components, plasma, platelets and packed cells can potentially save 3 lives.  Of 

course to save someone’s life is to be a hero. 
4) The blood supply here in Southern California is critically low. 
 
So—be a hero and contribute to our own community. 
 
Donors must be at least 16years old (w/ parental permission) weighing at least 110 pounds, and be in good health.  
There is no upper age limit and many senior citizens donate blood.   
The American Red Cross will be in Wesley Hall on January 10, 2010 between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.  Please sign-up for an 
appointment by going online to www.givelife.org and enter sponsor code RHUMC.  Also, please phone Marian at the 
church office, 310 377-6771, ext 116 for an appointment or for questions.   Walk-in donors will be accommodated 
around those who have arranged for an appointment.  If you are unable to donate blood but would be interested in 
volunteering you are most welcome to join us also.                                              

 
 
 
 
 
 



from the pastor 
 

My fortune cookies are never really all that remarkable.  Lately I find that they don’t 
even tell my fortune.  They say things like “The secret of getting ahead is getting started,” or 
“Accept what comes to you each day.”  I don’t want ADVICE from a fortune cookie – I want to 
know THE FUTURE!  So despite their abysmal track record, I still find myself opening the 
cookie with a faint (but genuine) sense of hope.  Will this be the one that unlocks the door to the 
great, unknown, future?  Or will it be another gem – “Accept yourself,” or “The time is right to 
make new friends”? 
 
 It’s a bit like that at the beginning of the new year.  The future lies wide open before us.  
The calendar is clear.  OK, we’ve got a few things down there.  Wedding anniversary.  
Graduation.  A couple of birthdays.  But those reminders don’t tell us much, if anything, about the actual shape of the 
days to come.  We know we’ve got a trip planned for later this year, but we cannot see what it will mean to us – the 
relationships renewed and deepened, the discoveries made. 
 
 This feels especially true for me this year.  Thyra and I are watching and waiting to see where Hannah will decide 
to go to school next fall (We won’t know till sometime in April.).  She graduates from high school in June, and all three of 
us will be on to the next adventure of our lives.  I have the dates, but I don’t have the picture of what they will mean. 
 
 It’s like that, too, for our church family as a whole.  2010 is our 50th anniversary as a congregation!  We want to 
remember the vision and courage of those who helped launch this amazing venture half a century ago, and give thanks to 
God for the mission that we share.  There will be a number of special events to gather us, to celebrate this remarkable 
year.   
 
 We are up to good things.  We are making a difference in our community and our world.  We are touching the 
lives of people in many different ways, from the joyful and triumphant to the tough and tragic, from the everyday ordinary 
to the once in a lifetime.  We are planning for a new facility to serve our mission with families, from our youngest 
preschoolers to senior adults.  We are reaching out to others in the grace of God, with the compassion of Christ, and in the 
hope of the Holy Spirit.   
 
 So I’m looking forward to sharing it with you.  I have the dates.  I just don’t know what it will all look like – the 
relationships deepened, the discoveries made.  No fortune cookie can lay out the future for us.  But it’s in good hands. 
 
 Grace and peace, 
   

 
 
 
 

Children’s Ministries 
 
 

Acolytes, Sign-up for the 2010 Schedule!  
 
After our initial acolyte training in September 2009, we filled our worship 
schedule for participation through the end of the year. Now it’s time to 
schedule your acolyte duties through the first half of 2010. Silvia Hanhart, our 
acolyte coordinator, has sent out an email requesting acolytes for the Sundays 
in January through June. If you haven’t already contacted her, please do so 
soon so you have the best chance of getting the dates you want. If you are 
eligible to become and acolyte (4th-8th grades), but have not trained for it, it’s 
not too late. Contact Lisa Lehman and she will arrange a Sunday to train you 
one-on-one. 
 

Thank You’s All Around for the Children’s Christmas  Eve Production 
 
Thank you so much to all the people who organized and participated in the Children’s Christmas Eve service 
production! They did a wonderful job! Special thanks to Lisa Williams and Jan Johnson for their help in 
organizing and conducting the event. Thank you to Rob Chrone, Chris Yamasaki, Megan Yamasaki, Kelsey 
Yamasaki, Beth Graves Meyerhoff, Dina Chon, Nancy Karmelich, Allison Scott, Michele Lampshire, Noucha 
Jasanis, Ron McCoy, Stevie Lorentzen, Rebecca Coleman, Julie Manth, Bob Jones, Bill Szieff and Melissa 



Akioka for your help with the rehearsal and play. And, of course, thank you to all the children and youth who 
participated in reading, singing, and creating the Nativity! 
  
Lisa Lehman, Director of Children’s Ministries (lisa@rhumc.org) 
 
 
�

Directory Updates 
 
Please take a moment to add the following information to your copy.  If you have 
changes to your entry, please update Amy at Amy@rhumc.org 
 
Georgia Davis – kiwidbd@verizon.net 
Darrelyn Orr – e-mail: darrelynorr@gmail.com 
John Orr – e-mail: johnorm@gmail.com 
David & Anette Jaquette – 28347 Hazelridge Dr., RPV, CA 90275 
Roger & Pat Maddaford - RMaddaford@gmail.com;  
                           patmaddaford@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 
 
 

“Parent Tune-Up” for Junior High Parents & Youth 
Wednesday, January 27th, Wesley Hall - 7-8 pm 

 
Featuring Dr. Paul Dorin & Dr. Lindsey Love-Hill, Licensed 
Family & Child Therapists 
 
Join Dr. Paul Dorin for an informal gathering to discuss ways we 
can be helpful to our children as they navigate through their 
adolescence in a junior high school environment and as they 
prepare to make the leap into high school.  Our "tune-up" includes 
Dr. Lindsey Love-Hill meeting separately with our junior high 
schoolers at the same time. 
 

For more information, please contact John Kwan at 310-377-6771 
or by email at juniorhigh.rhumc@gmail.com 
 

 
 
Junior High Youth Events 
 
Wednesday, January 13th - 5:30-8 pm, Junior High Fun Nite.  Come for a fun 
night of food, friends and fun!  Activities include:  Inflatable Sumo Wrestling, Inflatable 
Joust/Bungee Run, and Wii Games. RSVP w/John Kwan at 310-377-6771 or 
juniorhigh.rhumc@gmail.com.  
 
 
Wednesday, January 20th - 5:30-8 pm, Junior High Service Nite.  Here is your 
chance to help the homeless in our area!  St. Paul's United Methodist Church offers a 
Food Pantry and Clothes Closet to the homeless in the Redondo Beach area.  We will 
have fun helping them pack food and arrange clothing for their next day's opening.  
Dinner and transportation is provided. 
RSVP w/John Kwan at 310-377-6771 or juniorhigh.rhumc@gmail.com 
 
 
�
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JUDAISM IN THE TIME OF JESUS 

 
Congregation Ner Tamid of South Bay invites you to their annual Jewish History Lecture with Jeffrey S. Siker, 
Chair of Theological Studies, Loyal Marymount University and Rabbi Isaac Jeret, Spiritual Leader, 
Congregation Ner Tamid on Sunday, January 31, 2010 at 7:30 pm. 
�
Jesus was a Jewish man living in a Jewish world with Jewish followers, and they along with all Jews in the land 
were affected by major events occurring around them.  In dialogue together, Professor Siker and Rabbi Jeret 
will explore the world of the Jew living in Roman Palestine in the early 1st Century.  The conversation will be 
moderated by Bob Rothman, of Congregation Ner Tamid and the Dawn Unity Group.  This lecture is free to the 
public and refreshments will be served.  For more information call 310-377-6986. 
�

 
Students Due at Jan. 12 ‘Interfaith  

Discovery Series’ Panel 
 

            Students in comparative religions classes from local high schools will be participating in the upcoming 
“Interfaith Discovery Series” panel set for 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 12, at Congregation Ner Tamid, 5721 
Crestridge Road, Rancho Palos Verdes. 
 

            As part of the evening’s program, they will ask questions of the panel consisting of Msgr. Joseph 
Brennan, Holy Trinity Catholic Church; Rev. Jonathan Chute, Rolling Hills United Methodist Church; Rabbi 
Isaac Jeret, of the host house of worship, and Rev. John Morehouse, Pacific Unitarian Church. 
             
            The January program is the second event this season sponsored by the Dawn Unity Group, now in its 
ninth year of informing its audience of various religious traditions. “We are excited to hear the thoughts of our 
high school students in this new format,” said Bob Rothman, chair of the group. 
 
            The free program will end at 9. A social hour will follow with the opportunity to speak individually with 
the participating clerics.  

 
Heart Felt Thanks to RHUMC for All Your Support Dur ing Heifer 

Plus Sunday and Trek to the Tree 
 

The RHUMC Missions Committee would like to say thank you so very much for all your generous 
contributions for both Heifer Plus Sunday and Trek to the Tree.  As usual, we are overwhelmed by the response 
of the congregation, which is always so caring and involved. 
 

We know this has been a tough year for many of us … so this year’s contributions are really appreciated.  Just 
wanted to let you know that we raised a record amount of funds for our four missionary families and still 
managed to contribute three arks to Heifer International. 
 

God works in mysterious ways … who would have thought that in an economic time such as now we could 
accomplish so much for those spreading God’s word around the world and helping those less fortunate in third 
world countries. 
 

God bless you all and thank you from the bottom of our hearts. 
RHUMC Missions Committee 

 
Looking for Something New to Do? 
 
We have a few areas where we could use volunteer help.  They primarily include activities surrounding Sunday services 
and don’t take a whole lot of time.  One is helping with coffee responsibilities for the morning services; another is joining 
the 3rd Service usher crew – the 5:30 p.m. service on Sunday evenings; and another is being on a call list of people we call 
each month to assist with Communion (which is the first Sunday of each month).  Please call Maureen in the church office 
at 310-377-6771, or click maureen@rhumc.org.  Thank you! 

 
A Cautionary Tale 
 

We have had a couple of automobile break-ins in the last two months on Sunday mornings.  The Sheriff’s department has 
encouraged us not to leave things of value in the car.  And don’t cover the valuables with a jacket or blanket – that could 
send up a red flag.  Please put things in your trunk – preferably before you leave home – not in the parking lot where it 
would be visible to anyone watching.  The Sheriffs will drive through our lot on Sundays for the next couple of months.   



 
Basketball Update  

“People are so worried about what they eat between Christmas and the New Year, but they really should be 
worried about what they eat between the New Year and Christmas.” –Unknown 

 Our basketball schedule for January is:           
       Sat., Jan. 2nd, 2-4 pm 

Mon., Jan. 4th, 6-8 pm   Thurs., Jan. 7th, 6-8 pm  Sat., Jan. 9th, 2-4 pm 

Mon., Jan. 11th, 6-8 pm  Thurs., Jan. 14th, 6-8 pm  Sat., Jan. 16th, 2-4 pm 

Mon., Jan. 18th, 6-8 pm   Thurs., Jan. 21st, 6-8 pm  Sat., Jan. 23rd, 2-4 pm 

Mon., Jan. 25th, 6-8 pm   Thurs., Jan. 28th, 6-8 pm  Sat., Jan. 30th, 2-4 pm 

 If you would like to be sent reminders/updates regarding our schedule via email, please forward your email address to 
John Kwan at john@rhumc.org.  We look forward to seeing you there!   

Faith in Action 

            Our wonderful church family has come through again to allow Faith in Action to have an incredibly 
successful project.  Thanks to the many, many donations from members of our congregation, the junior and 
senior high youth assembled over 150 holiday packages for the homeless.  Twelve of our teenagers personally 
delivered the gifts to the homeless eating at St. Paul's UMC.  Thanks to Lisa Williams, Beth Roach and Ana 
Calderon for driving. 
 

            In November we also made a repeat trip to Operation Gratitude.  We participated in assembling over 
8000 packages for the troops serving in harm's way.  This year Operation Gratitude shipped its 500,000th 
package to the troops.  This is always a popular project and a very worthwhile cause.  If you are interested in 
learning more about this organization, go to operationgratitude.com. 
 
            Stay tuned for more exciting projects in 2010. 
 
  

 
 
RHUMC Travels:  California,  
Central Valley, to Yosemite 
 

We are going!  Enough people expressed an interest and now 
we need to pick a final date - sometime between mid-April and mid-
May.  It will be on a Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  Stop by 
at the table on the patio to recheck that you have signed up and 
indicate dates that are not suitable.  It is not too late to sign up!  We 
will need an e-mail address to keep you informed. 
 

As we did in the Morro Bay/Elephant Seal trip a few years ago, we 
will be traveling by private cars - no bus.  If you need a ride or wish to 
carpool, indicate that on the sign up sheet. 
 

 
 

·  Five fabulous eating adventures 
·  Wonders of Yosemite 
·  Motel in the woods in Oakhurst 
·  Secret gardens of Fresno 
·  Cat Sanctuary 

 

Contact Larry Kittiver at 310-539-9842 or larrykittiver@yahoo.com for more information. 
 

 
 
 



 
Dear RHUMC Members and friends, 
 

Our heartfelt thanks for your generous gifts to us this Christmas!  While your 
gifts tell us that you appreciate the work that the staff does all year long, we 
have only to look back at all of you for inspiration.  The hard work, dedication 
and generosity of this church never cease to amaze us.  We are honored to be 
here and working with you. 
 

With love . . . the RHUMC Staff. 
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A Year to Celebrate 

Johann Sebastian Bach and George Frederic Handel 
 

The year 2010 marks the 325th anniversary of the birth of two of the most notable and important composers in 
history – Johann Sebastian Bach and George Frederic Handel.  To celebrate this extraordinary year, the Music Department 
will present works of these two musical giants throughout 2010 and into early 2011.  Please note the schedule below, and 
please mark your calendar to make certain that you enjoy these occasions. 

 

Sunday, January 31, 8:30 and 10 a.m. – Church Services at Rolling Hills UMC 
The Chancel Choir will perform portions of Cantata No. 106 (“God’s Time is Best”) and Cantata No. 80 (“A 
Mighty Fortress Is Our God”), by J.S. Bach, accompanied by a string ensemble. 
 

Sunday, March 28 (Palm Sunday) 8:30 and 10 a.m. – Church Services at Rolling Hills UMC 
The Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles (INCYOLA) will perform portions of Brandenburg Concertos 
No. 1 and 3, and Air in G, by J.S. Bach.  The Chancel Choir will perform selections from Cantata No. 147 (“Jesu, 
Joy of Man’s Desiring”) by J.S. Bach, accompanied by the INCYOLA. 

 

Sunday, March 28 (Palm Sunday) 7:30 p.m. – Annual Holy Week Concert at RHUMC 
The Chancel Choir will perform Messiah (Parts II and III), by George F. Handel, featuring The Southeast 
Symphony, Soprano Siaobo Su, Mezzo-Soprano Tracy Erin Cox, Tenor Kalil Wilson, and Bass Roberto Gomez.  

 

Sunday, June 28, 8:30 and 10 a.m. – Church Services at Rolling Hills UMC 
The Chancel Choir will perform Selections from Cantata No. 140 (“Sleepers Wake”), by J.S. 

Bach (and other selections).  
 

Sunday, October 3, 8:30 and 10 a.m. – Church Services at Rolling Hills UMC 
The Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los Angeles will perform selections from Cantata No. 208 (Sheep May Safely 
Graze), by J.S. Bach and other selections. 

 

Sunday, December 19, 8:30 and 10 a.m. – Church Services at Rolling Hills UMC 
The Chancel Choir will perform selections from Cantata No. 63 (“Christians, Engrave Ye This Glad Day”), and 
Cantata No. 142 (“To Us a Child is Given”), by J.S. Bach accompanied by the Inner City Youth Orchestra of Los 
Angeles. 

 

Sunday, December – Annual Holiday Season Concert at Rolling Hills UMC 
The Chancel Choir will perform Magnificat, by J.S. Bach, featuring The Southeast Symphony and prominent 
soloists.  Exact date TBA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A Picture is Worth 1,000 Words … 

Christmas at RHUMC  
 
 
 

Harp Recital 
December 19th 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Concert December 20th with 

Chancel Choir & 
the Southeast Symphony 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Nativity Play  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RHUMC Kids at  
Play in the manger of the 

Lord 
 
 
 



 
 
Kid Zone’s Got DANCE! 
 
Whether you have a Tiny Tot or an older, spirited dancer in the family, we 
think you’ll find a dance class that fits your child’s style. 
 
Classes start the week of January 25 and run until May 10th, with a Recital to 
wow us all on Tuesday, May 11th.  Check out the names of the Winter/Spring 
line up: 
 
 
 

 
Tiny Tots Tap & Ballet; Creative Movements; Fun & Funky Dance 
Moves; Spirit Dance; and Contemporary Dance. 
 
You can pick up a registration brochure from the Kid Zone office, or call 
310-377-7302 and ask for one to be mailed to you.  Classes will run 
Monday through Thursday after school.  All classes will be taught by 
Jennifer Foltz, a long-time Kid Zone and Preschool staffer.  Jennifer 
received her degree in Dance Management from Oklahoma City 
University and has taught dance for 14 years. 
 
 
 

Off the Page – A Kid Zone Writing Workshop 
 

With there’s more to reading than words as their inspiration, the Kid Zone staff is offering a four week writing 
class that will examine classic children’s stories.  They will seek to discover how authors incorporate the five 
senses in their writing to help readers engage more fully in the story. A variety of works will be read as well as 
time spent on journals that will integrate the senses, vocabulary, individual ideas and imaginative artwork that 
will result in a finished “book” for each class member. 
 
Classes start January 27 and end February 17 for students in third, fourth and fifth grades.  Time of the class is 
4:30-5:30 and the cost is $48.  Please call the KZ office if you have questions or to register:  310-377-7302. 
 

 

Feeding the Homeless & Filling a Gap 
St. Paul’s UMC in Redondo Beach asked and we answered 
 

 
One of the areas where the war against hunger is being 
fought effectively is in church kitchens throughout the 
country.  And one of those is our own RHUMC kitchen.  
Mary Jane Schwebel has been heading up this effort for a 
number of years and is ably assisted by Tami & Larry 
Kittiver, Jo Sheldon, Tammy Scott, Nina Bradbury, Eric 
Randall, and Mickey Harris.   
 
L-R: Jo Sheldon, Tammy Scott, Mary Jane Schwebel, 
Mary Anderson, Nina Bradbury’s sister, visiting from Illinois. 
 
 

 
Kathie Austin, seen at right, loads up her car and transports 
the hot meals to St. Paul’s each month. 
 

The budget for this program comes from the collection 
taken communion Sunday, the first Sunday of the month.  
Because of the generous donations, the program continues 
to thrive.  Mary Jane sites a quote she recently read about 
another church in Colorado that helps those in need – a 
sentiment she feels might reflect our outreach.  It read, 
“We are not called upon to be ‘successful people’; we are 
called upon to serve”.  To learn more about this outreach, 
or to be involved, please contact the church office at 310-
377-6771. 



Family Ministries 
 

Weight Watchers:  You may have noticed that quite a few of our church members have been shrinking lately.  
Together we have lost well over 200 pounds!  Now that the holidays are over, we will be starting a new session 
of our Weight Watchers group, and all are welcome to join.  We need to have a minimum of 15 people in order 
to keep the class coming here to our church campus.  We meet on Monday evenings, with weigh in taking place 
anytime between 5:00 and 5:30 pm, with the class running from 5:30 – 6:15 pm.  The cost of the 12 week series 
is $144.   You can sign up on the church patio, or email familyministries@rhumc.org.  
 
Judson Studios:  On February 26, the Family Ministries Committee is sponsoring a tour of the Judson Studios.  The 
studios have been in existence for over 100 years, and are one of the best known for work in the production of stained 
glass.  Of special interest to us is the fact that at the time of our tour, the studios will be working on the stained glass 
windows to be installed later in the year in our own sanctuary. The tour begins at 10:00 a.m., so we will leave the church 
parking lot at about 8:45.  We will carpool, so when you sign up, let us know if you need a ride or can offer one.  There 
will be an optional lunch at a restaurant in Pasadena after the tour.  More details will be in the next Cornerstone.  The tour 
itself costs $5.  It is important to note that, since the building is quite old, there is no handicap access, and the tour requires 
the ability to go up and down stairs, so wear comfortable shoes.  Sign up on the church patio, or email 
familyministries@rhumc.org.  
 
Sandcastles:  This program, for children and parents who are experiencing divorce, continues to be one of the most 
helpful things that we do for families.  Children learn that the divorce is not their fault, that other families are going 
through this too, and that there are safe places in which to talk about it.  They also learn that their parents want to do the 
right thing for them.  Parents learn what kinds of things are on the minds of children, and how to be the best parent 
possible during difficult times.  We will offer the one day program three times this year:  on February 28, June 13, and 
October 17.  The cost is $125 per family, with scholarships available.  For more information, contact Diane at the family 
ministries office – 310-377-6771 x 105, or familyministries@rhumc.org  
 
The Purposeful Readers will meet on January 24, at 6:30 pm to discuss the book Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom.  
Amazon describes the book this way: 

What if our beliefs were not what divided us, but what pulled us together? In Have a Little Faith, Mitch Albom 
offers a beautifully written story of a remarkable eight-year journey between two worlds--two men, two faiths, 
two communities--that will inspire readers everywhere.  Moving between their worlds, Christian and Jewish, 
African-American and white, impoverished and well-to-do, Albom observes how these very different men employ 
faith similarly in fighting for survival: the older, suburban rabbi embracing it as death approaches; the younger, 
inner-city pastor relying on it to keep himself and his church afloat. Albom and the two men of God explore 
issues that perplex modern man: how to endure when difficult things happen; what heaven is; intermarriage; 
forgiveness; doubting God; and the importance of faith in trying times. Although the texts, prayers, and histories 
are different, Albom begins to recognize a striking unity between the two worlds--and indeed, between beliefs 
everywhere.  

Reagan Library Trip  
 
Family Ministries organized a fabulous trip to the Reagan Library in Simi Valley on December 18th.  A comfortable coach 
bus picked up our folks at the church and headed out to a day of fun touring the library and enjoying lunch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


