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Christmas Concert December 20, 7:30 p.m. 

A Christmas concert not to miss!  Beautiful compositions, incredible voices and the 
fantastic sounds of the Southeast Symphony, AND our Chancel Choir.  Arrive early and 
stay for the artists’ reception immediately following the concert. A free-will offering will 

be taken to show our appreciation to all of the performers. 

Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker Suite�

Duke Ellington's Variation on the Nutcracker�

Handel's Messiah – Part I�
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from the pastor 
 
 
 Centuries ago most Christians learned the story of salvation through depictions 
in stained glass.  Most people did not know how to read, and the cost of books put 
them well beyond reach.  But they could look up in the sanctuary and see the story of 
God’s love portrayed in brilliant color.  They could see images of the saints, characters 
from the Bible, events from the life of Jesus and pictures of the stories he told. 
 
 When our sanctuary was built fifteen years ago, two beautiful stained glass 
windows were designed to enhance the worship space.  They were dedicated in honor 
of Martha Rowlett and Clark Robbins.  It was during Martha’s leadership that the 
sanctuary was planned and built, and it was  Clark’s encouragement that helped people to trust it could be done.  
Those windows include images of bread and cup, water, fire and smoke, the crown of Christ the King, the 
wings of angels.  They have been a source of awe and wonder for worshipers since their installation. 
 
 A few years ago one of our members asked whether there might be a way to enhance the sanctuary with 
some additional stained glass.  They pictured windows in the upper portion of the side walls, above the large 
horizontal beams.  This would preserve the natural light which makes the room such a warm, inviting space.  
The design would need to be in keeping with the original two windows.  But it would be an opportunity to offer 
other images and stories for our reflection in worship. 
 
 I spoke to several members who had played a role in the design, building and decoration of the 
sanctuary and met with very positive response.  A team was formed including two members of the Trustees 



(Bonni Ying and Dale Gehr), the chair of the Worship and Music Committee (Jan Johnson), and Doug Kemps 
(interior design team leader for the sanctuary). 
 
 We met to discuss the project from a number of angles.  We considered what themes our church family 
would find meaningful and encouraging for our lives of faith.  We looked at the size and shape of the available 
space, to see what might be appropriate.  We contacted Judson Studios, the designers of the original windows, 
and visited with them to see what they would recommend. 
 

Eventually we began working with Tim Carey, a designer with Judson who grew up in Palos Verdes.  
We talked over a number of options and came to consensus around two main concepts.  One side would show 
four events from the life of Jesus – the Sermon on the Mount, the Feeding of the Multitude, the healing of a 
blind man, and Jesus blessing the children.  The other side would portray four of Jesus’ best known parables – 
the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, the Lost Sheep, the Sower.   
 
 In addition there are four smaller windows, one each over the side doors, which we felt stood apart from 
the larger windows.  We decided that the windows closer to the entry doors could portray grapes and wheat, the 
elements of communion in their natural state.  The two closer to the chancel area would show the bread and cup, 
ready to be broken and shared. 
 
 We also wanted to address a number of concerns about our sanctuary lighting, which has caused trouble 
off and on over the past several years.  Some of our concerns go back to the original design and some have 
arisen as equipment has simply worn out over time.  Lighting for the choir has been a challenge from the very 
beginning.  And we have been patching together an increasingly unreliable system for several years.  By 
addressing both the stained glass and the lighting at the same time we feel we can complete a noticeable and 
lasting improvement to our worship space. 
 
 Our original goal for the stained glass/lighting project was $70,000, which included a significant portion 
to address the lighting issues.  With the stained glass paid for, any contributions above that amount will help us 
to make more significant improvements.  We have had two proposals for the lighting work and are looking at 
other possibilities as well.  We want to do something that improves flexibility for everything from Sunday 
morning to Sunday evening worship, concerts and other special music presentations.  We want a system that is 
easy to use, and that will be reliable over the coming years.   
 
 A number of people have expressed interest in the stained glass/lighting project, which has been 
discussed at the Ad Board over the past couple of years.  They indicated a desire to make a contribution either 
in memory, or in honor, of someone in their family, in the wider congregation, or to the glory of God.  We 
established an amount of $7,500 for each of the eight larger windows, and $2,500 for each of the four smaller.   
 
 As with the original two windows, we expect to list the names of those in whose honor or memory gifts 
were given, but not on the windows themselves.  Already a number of persons have indicated that they wish to 
give the full amount for one of the windows.  Some have indicated their interest in a particular window, others 
in the project as a whole.  But we don’t want the generosity of one individual or family to exclude the gift 
someone else might wish to make.  The committee wants to be sensitive both to those who wish to contribute 
the amount needed to pay for a whole window as well as to those who choose to make a smaller gift.  So we are 
proposing that the plaque to honor these gifts will list each of the 12 windows separately, with the names of 
memorial or honorary designation below them, including the words “by their family and friends.” 
 
 We want to thank each person who has expressed interest in the project, or asked questions about it.  
And we want to honor the generosity of everyone who will help to make it happen.  We have already sent our 
initial deposit to Judson, and we have an estimate of May for their completion and installation.  There are 
already plans to arrange a tour of their facility in Pasadena where the windows will be constructed.  We will 
keep you posted as we learn more. 
 
 In 2010 we will celebrate the 50th anniversary of our congregation.  We will give thanks for the grace 
and spirit of those who first dreamed it, and those who worked to make that dream a reality.  A thousand years 
ago stained glass windows were one of the best ways to tell the story of God’s love.  And they will tell it here 
for many years to come. 
 
 Grace and peace, 
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Sunday, December 20th 
 

Annual Christmas Concert, 7:30 p.m. 
Presenting Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Suite, Duke Ellington’s Variation on the Nutcracker, 

Handel’s Messiah – Part I.  Featuring guest soloists, the Southeast Symphony and our 
Chancel Choir.  Reception immediately following the concert. 

 
Thursday, December 24th 

 
4:00 p.m. – Children’s Nativity Play 

8:00 p.m. - 3rd Service Ensemble “a casual fit” 
Musical Guests Doug & Jesse MacLeod 

11:00 p.m. – Candlelights, Carols and Communion 
Chancel Choir 
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Children’s Ministries 
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·  December 9th- Children’s Christmas Carnival in Wesley Hall sponsored by Kid Zone. There will be a 
myriad of booths for games, crafts and refreshments in Wesley Hall from 3:30 to 5:30 PM. There will 
also be a visit from and photo opportunity with Santa Claus! 
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Attention All Children 
Be a part of the  

4pm Christmas Eve Service 
 

All Children (ages 3 years old – 8th grade)  
are invited to participate in the 4pm, December 24th,  

Christmas Eve worship service! 
  The Children will sing, read Bible verses, ring bells, 

 light the Advent wreath candles  
and act out the roles of the Nativity. 

 
This will be a special and meaningful service, 
 but ONE PRACTICE is required to prepare. 

  The mandatory practice will be on: 
 

Saturday, December 19 th 
9:00am-11:30am (3yrs-5 th grade) 

Junior High Youth: 11:30am-noon only 
 

Snack is included! 
 

If your child would like to participate, please contact  
Lisa Lehman or Lisa Williams at 310-377-6771 

lisa@rhumc.org, lawilliams@rhumc.org 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Family Ministries is going to the Reagan Library on Friday, December 18.  The library will be 
beautifully decorated for Christmas, and our guided tour will include a visit to an exact replica of the Oval 
Office as it was during Ronald Reagan's presidency, and a walk through the actual Air Force One, which served 
seven presidents.  In addition, there will be a special exhibit on American Heroes.  We will gather at RHUMC 
at 11:00 for the bus ride to the library, have a buffet lunch in the cafe overlooking the ocean, and enjoy a private 
tour of the exhibits.  We should be back home at approximately 5:30.  The cost is $45.  Sign up on the patio 
after church, or at familyministries@rhumc.org or call 310-377-6771 x 105. 
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Sunday, Nov. 29 began the RHUMC tradition known as “Trek to the Tree.”  You can help bring a smile to the face of 
some small or teenage child Christmas morning by simply plucking an ornament from the holiday tree in the church 
narthex.   Trekking will also take place Sunday, December 6th. 
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We ask that you buy an age appropriate present for children up to 9 years of age.  There will be wish lists on the back of 
each ornament to help you with your gift purchase. If you pick a child that is 10 years or older, we are asking that you 



donate $25 toward a Target gift certificate. This ensures that the older children can purchase what they really want for 
Christmas.   
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PRIMA DIVA CONCERT A SUCCESS!! 
 

The PRIMA DIVAS enthusiastically entertained 300 people on Friday, November 6!  It was an exciting and 
professional program with our own Jan Bunker as producer as well as performer.  The Divas are darling as well 
as dynamic!  If you missed the show, you really missed the best!  Thanks to the Concert Committee: Jan 
Bunker, Suellen Fung, Doug Kemps, Joan Moe, Lois Moore, Jo Sheldon and Phyllis Sherwood for their time 
and effort in distributing flyers and providing refreshments in Wesley Hall.  I extend my appreciation to the 
office staff for their assistance, Sylvia Swanson and Rochelle Kemps for assisting with tickets at the door, and 
Gordon Goldberg for creating the flyer and program.  Special kudos to Dave Robey, sound technician.  Our 
concerts are an outreach to the community and the proceeds from the concert will go toward the church lighting 
project. 
 

Gratefully, 
Shirley Farley, Concert Chair 

 
A Time for Bouquets . . . 
 
Our Thanksgiving Dinner was another wonderful evening of fellowship and fine dining, followed up with the “Jubilant 
Voices” from Holman UMC singing gospel music to top off the evening.  So many people helped to make this evening 
come together, it would take a whole Cornerstone to name them all.  However, we want to thank Suellen Fung, Sharon 
Houts and Mark Raggio and crew for preparing the delicious meal; Doug Kemps and his helpers for decorating Wesley 
Hall; Michael Todd for serving as master of ceremonies; Doug Kendle and Wes Thompson for cooking the eleven 
turkeys; Phil Gerlach and his team of young people for a great job serving the buffet line; and all the guests who came 
back after the program to clean up Wesley Hall and put everything away for next year.  We couldn’t have done it without 
all of you being part of the Thanksgiving Dinner team.  Merci Beaucoup! 
 

 
 
Directory Updates 
 
Please take a moment to add the following information to your copy.  If you have 
changes to your entry, please update Amy at Amy@rhumc.org. 
 

Darrelyn Orr – e-mail: darrelynorr@gmail.com 
John Orr – e-mail: johnorm@gmail.com 

Tats & Chris Yamasaki - 3930 Paseo de las Tortugas, Torrance CA 90505 

 

 



 
Club Maintenance 

 
Three very busy Club Maintenance volunteers, Bill Bails, Oren Sheldon and Jim 
Showalter, patched uneven spots in walkways, replaced high exterior light bulbs, corrected 
dragging gates in fenced areas and did touchup painting of the patio benches and Mission 
Room walls.  The next work party will start at 8:30 AM on Saturday, January 9.  One of the 
projects will involve painting inside the Sanctuary.  Bring your favorite brush and help 
us out. 

 
 
 
 

 

Attention All Cookie Bakers!!! 
 

Following the December 20th Christmas Concert, there will be a cookie and punch reception.  
Cookie donations would be greatly appreciated.  You can bring them to church on December 

20th in the morning or before the concert.  Thank you! 

 
 
 

'"'"'" '" ������ �� � ������	��(��)���
��� ������	��(��)���
��� ������	��(��)���
��� ������	��(��)���
��� ���
����
The year 2010 marks the 50th anniversary of the founding of Rolling Hills United Methodist Church.  We are 
starting to formulate plans for mini celebrations throughout the year as well as putting together a video. 
 
If you would like to join the team, please click or call Maureen:  maureen@rhumc.org; 310.377.6771.  We think 
you’ll have great fun looking at old photographs and Cornerstone newsletters and helping to plan a year of 
meaningful remembrances. 
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It’s that time of the year when we hear of angels visiting with Elizabeth, Mary and the shepherds but did 
you know that throughout the year angels have been amongst the church family?  These unsung heroes have 
provided meals, arranged transportation for those unable to drive, and helped whenever needs arose.  These 
needs were matched to the interests that were previously indicated by the volunteers . 
 

We are looking to refresh the original list of RHUMC Angels and invite ALL who are interested in 
opportunities to help neighbors and friends.  Previous participants are welcome to update their interests and 
contact information.   You do not have to be a previous participant to be included. 
  

An addition to the program includes friendly visits to those confined at home.  Please watch for 
additional information and sign-ups on the patio. 
Suggestions and questions may be addressed to Marian, email: marian@rhumc.org or phone 310 377-6771, ext 
116.   

 
              START 2010 RIGHT by GIVING the GIFT of LIFE 

                 SAVE the DATE! 
 
The American Red Cross is hosting a Blood Drive on Sunday, January 10, 2010 in 
Wesley Hall from 9 Am to 3 Pm.  The available blood supply dips to critical levels 
during the winter months and especially around the Holidays.  However, the needs 
remain high and the Red Cross invited RHUMC to participate in an additional 
blood drive.  The annual Good Friday Blood Drive will be held on April 2nd.   
 
New donors are especially welcome!  The eligibility includes good general health, 



minimum age of 17 years and weight of at least 110 pounds.  Prior donors need to wait 56 days between 
donations.  Additional information is available on the website www.redcross.org.   
Please plan to participate.  Appointments will be available on the website or by contacting Marian@rhumc.org 
or phoning her at 310-377-6771, ext 116. 
 
 

 

Basketball Update  
 
“Never worry about the size of your Christmas tree.  In the eyes of children, they are all 30 feet 
tall.” - Larry Wilde 
 

Our basketball schedule for December is: 
                                                 

                                                   Thurs., Dec. 3rd, 6-8 pm             Sat., Dec. 5th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., Dec. 7th, 6-8 pm               Thurs., Dec. 10th, 6-8 pm           Sat., Dec. 12th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., Dec. 14th, 6-8 pm             Thurs., Dec. 17th, 6-8 pm           Sat., Dec. 19th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., Dec. 21st, 6-8 pm             Thurs., Dec. 24th, Cancelled      Sat., Dec. 26th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., Dec. 28th, 6-8 pm             Thurs., Dec. 31st, 6-8 pm            
 

If you would like to be sent reminders/updates regarding our schedule via email, please forward your email 
address to John Kwan at john@rhumc.org.  We look forward to seeing you there!   
 

Faith in Action 
  
 Faith in Action will be assembling care packages for the homeless at St. Paul's 
UMC this holiday season consisting of toiletries, washcloths, candy and other 
treats.  We welcome your contributions of hotel toiletries, toothbrushes, razors or 
other similar items, empty shoeboxes, gift bags, and new washcloths.  Please give 
your donations to Kathy Platnick or drop them off in the Welcome Center by 
December 13.   
 

Upcoming Faith In Action activities are: 
 

 Dec 13       Assemble St. Paul's homeless gifts.  6:30 p.m. at RHUMC.  Join us for pizza  
                   dinner and some fun as we put together and 100+ gifts!   
 Dec 15       Deliver gifts to St. Paul's.  Meet at RHUMC around 5:30 (final time tbd). 
                   Return around 8 p.m. 

Parents are welcome at all of these events 
 

 
 

Palm Springs Aerial Tramway with the Senior High Youth 
By Phil Gerlach, Senior High Leader 

  
Height-o-phobia – as I call it- or more commonly named ACROPHOBIA is a fear of heights.   Several 

of our party experienced this fear while traveling on November 14th to Palm Springs Aerial Tramway.   The 
tram begins at 2200 ft. and after ten minutes you are deposited on top of an 8,500 ft. mountain.  It is definitely 
not a trip for the faint of heart. 
 

 Our group left at 8:00 a.m. from the church and we made excellent time to the mountain.  It was a 
wonderful opportunity for me to learn about some of the history of the group and to get a “rundown” on the 
LOGOS program.  After a nerve-racking ten minutes, we quickly started hiking.  We stopped at several 
overlooks and I was amazed at the “Bighorn” like qualities of our youth.  The youth leapt over rocks and scaled 
walls with ease!  Jeff was amazing in his miniature snow “bombs.”  Striking tree after tree with earth-shattering 
throws, all wildlife ran for their lives.    Ashley took the phrase “tree-hugger” literally and was found quite often 
hugging Ponderosa Pines (don’t tell Eric).  Hannah provided the group with thoughtful discussion.  Ana 
overcame serious fears (thanks Jeff) and Sean just looked cool.  Overall, it was a fantastic day. 
 

 We couldn’t have made it happen though without chaperones, so thanks Julie Greer for your guidance 
and Hannah’s mom for driving.   You are fantastic! 
 

 
 
 

 



Junior High Day at Mulligans Family Fun Center 
 

Participants: 
 

Samantha Hanhart, Kathleen Holihan, Alex Kokka, Susie Larriva, Niki 
Lorentzen, Marissa Morgan, Alec Ohlaker, Sara Platnick, Dylan Plunkett, 
Ryan Preston, Caela Roach, Kayla Salmon, CJ Scharenberg, Abigail 
Whitman, Evan Zakman 
 

 
December Events for Junior and Senior High 

December 16th  (Wed) – Jr. & Sr. High Poinsettia Delivery & Dinner - 5:30 – 8 pm 
December 19th (Sat) - Senior High Gathering – (Ice Riding, Volleyball, Sack Races,  

Basketball & Pizza) – 11 am – 1:30 pm 
December 20th (Sun) – Junior High Movie Day – 3 – 5 pm  
 
For more information contact Phil Gerlach (pgerlach@socal.rr.com) or John Kwan (john@rhumc.org) . 
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KID ZONE WINTER CAMP, December 21st – 23rd 
 
Children in other countries celebrate the Christmas holiday in fun and different ways.  For example: 

 

·  In Germany, the eve of Dec. 5th is special with children leaving their boots outside for St. Nicholas 
·  In Italy, the season lasts for three weeks, and… 
·  In Sweden, December 13th is the special day that kids look forward to. 

 

Experience these and other Christmas traditions around the world through cooking, crafts, traditional games and 
activities.  So, if you’re wondering how you are going to get all your last minute Christmas shopping done, join 
us at KID ZONE WINTER CAMP.  We will be open December 21, 22 & 23 (7:30 – 6). To register for camp 
call the office at 310-377-7302 

 
 
 

New Facility Team’s Ears Wide Open 
 
 For several years our congregation’s long-range plan has included the need for an updated educational 
facility to replace the buildings constructed in the church’s early years.  Though it has long been talked about, 
the work of giving flesh and bone to the dream for our growing educational mission is coming into clearer 
focus.  Two things are helping this to happen.   
 
 The first is the initial building team, one of several which will be working on different aspects of the 
same goal.  This team includes three members – Mike Todd, Susan Welch and Mark Tournat.  The three share a 
love for our mission with children, but also for the church as a whole.   

 
 Mike is known to many as one of the 
members in the Chancel Choir, singing with the tenor 
section.  He and his wife, Jenni, have been members 
of the congregation for 25 years. Their 4 children 
were raised in our church. He has served on the 
church trustees, and with membership, worship, and 
staff/parish committees as well. Mike has been a 
leader in banking and real estate development for 
over thirty-five years. He founded and served as 
President/CEO of two southern California banks, and 
was CEO of a development company that helped 
grow a suburb of Little Rock, Arkansas. Today, he 
leads a Texas land development company 
specializing in rural estate home sites. 
 
  



Susan became involved with the RHUMC in 1997 when her oldest son started preschool.  Through that 
initial contact, the church has become an important part of life for Susan, her husband Wade and their sons 
Austin and Connor.  Susan has chaired the Preschool committee and has served as a member of the church 
trustees.  She currently enjoys working with the staff/parish relations committee and being part of the Evening 
Moms’ Fellowship.  In addition to attending the preschool, her boys have benefitted from the Kid Zone and Mid 
Zone programs, LOGOS and other youth activities.  Susan is an attorney with Latham & Watkins where she 
practices environmental litigation. 
 
 Mark and his wife Natalie are very involved with their children’s soccer and tennis competitions as with 
the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and National Charity League.  The family joined our congregation over seven years 
ago and their youngest child graduated from the RHUMC pre-school. The children now attend Miraleste Middle 
School and Rancho Vista Elementary.  Mark, a graduate of USC, and the University of Arizona law school, has 
been involved in real estate development for over 25 years. Tournat Holdings presently operates projects in 
California and Colorado. 
 
 
 The three of them have been meeting with formal and informal church groupings, inviting input, 
wisdom and questions from many different sources.  Already they have met with three UMW circles, the 
Preschool committee, teachers and staff, Kid Zone staff, the Chancel Choir and others.  Additional opportunities 
to contribute suggestions are happening over the coming few weeks.  Already many good ideas have come 
forward, and the committee is working to bring those into our discussions with architectural and contracting 
firms. 
 
 They have also met with several firms who have experience in projects such as ours and are working to 
make a recommendation about our next steps in this process.   
  

Please feel free to share your own best wisdom with any of the three, as well as with Jonathan.  We want 
to incorporate as much of your input as we can, and look forward to working together. 
 
In addition to catching them out on the patio, they can be reached by email at: 
 
Mike Todd:  mgtinca@cox.net 
Susan Welch:  susanpwelch@yahoo.com 
Mark Tournat:  tournat@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEXT CORNERSTONE DEADLINE:  MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 


