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“Our Summer in Mission” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sr. High Sierra Service Project 
At the end of a wonderful week! 
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Faith in Action 
group adopted 
Roosevelt 
Elementary in 
North Long 
Beach 
 
    
 
 
 

 
 

       Vacation Bible Camp 2009 
 
 

    
 
 
 
The Mission Committee joined Sharefest organization  
to clean up & re-landscape Banning High                                                               
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



from the pastor 
 

 Fifty years ago no one had even begun talking about it.  There were no plans, nothing written 
down on paper.  The eleven people who would lay the groundwork were up to other things.  No one 
knew the adventure on which they were about to embark.  But the Spirit was stirring.  Fifty years ago the 
Palos Verdes Peninsula was a very different place.  Hawthorne Blvd. ended at Palos Verdes Drive North.  
The Palos Verdes Landfill had recently been opened, and the land across Crenshaw and just to the south 
was an open field with just a couple of eucalyptus trees. 
 Today the same site is home to a thriving community of faith, a church serving well over a 
thousand people every week between worship, preschool, after school, youth groups, Boy Scouts, 
parenting classes, musical concerts, Bible study, weddings, funerals and on and on.  The original 
sanctuary, built in 1964, now serves as a center for all kinds of gatherings, from Kid Zone to pickup basketball to the UMW 
Bazaar to Taco Night.  Our “new” sanctuary is nearing its 15th birthday and remains one of the best worship spaces in southern 
California. 
 Our Christian education facilities were built in the mid-1960s, with Sunday School almost the only regular activity 
taking place there.  Today well over a hundred preschoolers gather every day, along with many other good things.   
 We have been talking about the need to make major improvements in the education facilities for some time, with the 
thought of replacing them in the near future.  The current buildings have served well, but were never intended to meet as many 
different needs as they do today.  Part of our time with Kennon Callahan in May included conversation about how best to move 
forward.  Many good ideas were shared and there was genuine enthusiasm for doing so.  I have been working to put together a 
number of teams to help as we begin laying the groundwork.  Mike Todd, Mark Tournat and Susan Welch have agreed to give 
their leadership to the project as the Building Team.  There will also be teams to help with Mission, Staffing, Giving, as well as 
planning for an extraordinary first year in the new facilities.  Several people have agreed to help with each of these, but there is 
lots of room for others to participate as well. 
 Over the coming couple of months there will be opportunities for anyone and everyone to share your best suggestions 
for this important work.  We want to meet with small groups, large groups, UMW circles, choir members, preschool parents, 
Scout leaders, Kid Zone families, participants in nearly every program of our church, regular worshipers, occasional worshipers, 
friends in the community.  If you would like to be a part of such a conversation please let me know.  If you know of someone 
else who should be included, we want to hear from them as well. 
 We will spend these next weeks gathering the best wisdom of our church family.  There are many things to be learned 
along the way, important discussions to be held, decisions to be made.  For nearly 50 years we have been blessed by those who 
laid the foundation for our life and mission.  We are blessed by God, whose Spirit is still stirring. 
 
 Grace and peace, 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Ministries 
 
Rally Day – September 13th 
 

Though our Sunday School program runs consistently all twelve months of the year, we like to take a day to recognize the 
transition of all our children into their next grade level at school.  This event takes place on Rally Day.  In addition to the 
children officially “moving up”, we will have balloons for the kids to mark this special occasion. 
 

Sunday School Survey 
 

We recently emailed a survey for all parents to complete to give us an update on how parents 
and kids are feeling about their level of satisfaction with our Sunday School program.  Thank 
you to those who have already returned it.   For those that have not and would like to, we are 
still accepting surveys through the end of September.  These can be returned by email 
(lisa@rhumc.org) mail, or dropped off in Lisa Lehman’s box in the church office.  If you did 
not receive a copy and would like one, please let Lisa know and she will get one to you. 
 

Kid Zone Summer Camp/Vacation Bible Camp 
 

What a fabulous summer program we completed this year!  We filled over 1,000 slots for 
children in preschool through Junior High during 8 weeks of camps.  Many thanks to the Kid Zone staff and VBC volunteers for 
offering such a wonderful opportunity of community service to children!  Well done! 
 
Acolyte Appreciation & Training September 27th 
 



As a thank you to all of our Acolytes who served in 2008/2009,  we are giving a $25 gift certificate to Best Buy and service pin 
reflecting the number of  years served.  This appreciation will take place at the 8:30 and 10:00 a.m. services on Sunday, 
September 27th. 
 
For NEW acolytes beginning this year, we will have training that same morning directly after the completion of the second 
service, at approximately 11:15 a.m. until 12 noon.  Any child in 4th through 8th grade may become an acolyte at any point 
during those grades.  Call or click Lisa Lehman at 310.377.6771, ext. 106, lis@rhumc.org.  No RSVP is necessary to attend the 
training. 
 
Lisa Lehman 
Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Ministries 
Parenting Classes to Start in Fall 
 

Parenting Toddlers and Pre-school Aged Children begins on Sept. 8 and runs for 5 Tuesday 
evenings, from 7 - 9 pm.  The cost is $90 per person, or $170 per couple.  Grandparents, other 
relatives, and childcare providers are also welcome to enroll.  Childcare will be provided if 
requested in advance. 
  
Parenting from the Inside Out will begin on October 13, and also runs for 5 Tuesday 
evenings, from 7 - 9 p.m.  
 
  
This class is for parents with children of all ages, and is based on the book by the same name.  

Daniel Siegel, M.D., who spoke here some time ago, is the author of the book. 
  
To enroll in either of these classes, contact the family ministries office at familyministries@rhumc.org, or call 310-
377-3615 x 105. 
  
The Purposeful Readers will meet on Sunday, September 20 right after 3rd service.  We will be discussing the book 
The Good Book by Daniel Plotz.  Everyone is welcome to come and discuss the ideas involved in this commentary on 
the Old Testament by a man who read it all and learned some surprising things about a book he thought he knew 
well.  For more information contact Patti Painter. 
  
The next Sandcastles event for families who are experiencing divorce is on Sunday, October 18 from 1 - 5 PM.  
Children 6 through 18 years of age and their parent or parents benefit from this remarkable program led by licensed 
therapists and experienced teachers.  The cost is $125 per family, and includes the book Sandcastles by M. Gary 
Neuman.  This course was so helpful that in the state of Florida it is now mandatory for divorcing couples with 
children.  You can register through the family ministries office at the above email and phone number. 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Photo Directories Available 
The new photo directories are still in the narthex ready for a new home so don’t forget to pick one up. We have labeled 

each one with your name and they will be in boxes in alphabetical order. If you don’t locate one with your name, no 
worries, we have plenty in the church office – just come in and pick one up.  They are on the table under the Pastor 

pictures.  One to a household, please.  Thank you!  

 
 

 
 

. Celebrating Fall Kick-Off & Re-appointment of Pastors 
Sunday, September 13 

 

One thing you can count on at a RHUMC Rally Sunday is coffee, punch, goodies of some sort, balloons 
(always), and lots of friendly chatter on the patio.  We’re busy catching up on vacations and other summer activities 
and with the slight scent of Fall in the air (usually a Santa Ana wind), we are glad to be together.  Also, we will be 
celebrating the re-appointment of our three Pastors in a short ceremony on the patio between the two morning services 



and during the third service at 5:30.  We look forward to continuing the church year, especially looking for the 
opportunities that abound here at RHUMC to do what God has planned for us. 
�
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RHUMC is seeking an engaging and energetic individual to develop and advance a junior high youth program.  We 
are looking for a person who is growing in his or her own life.  This person is able to build relationships with both 
youth and their parents. He or she has the capability to encourage a sense of connection and a feeling of family and 
community.  This person can help youth to explore and discover their own faith journey in a safe and caring 
environment.  He or she is able to develop leadership within the youth program by working behind the scenes to help 
individuals advance their own gifts.  He or she is adaptable and able to adjust to the needs of the group.  This 
individual is a self-starter who seeks out opportunities to make things happen.   
 
We are looking for someone who has the capacity to build teams and to discover and develop volunteers, who can 
deliver the key objectives that support a mission with youth and families.  Youth related events will include many 
one-time and short term, as well as two or three ongoing activities.  The individual will work in conjunction with 
other youth ministries/programs within the church (Mid Zone; Faith in Action, Sunday School, etc.).  The ability to 
manage a youth budget and plan and organize events will be necessary. 
 
The position is part-time, approximately 10 hours per week.  If you are interested in applying or finding out more 
about the position, please contact John Kwan at the church office or Steve Johnson at 310-265-9330. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Basketball Update  
 
“I have never been a shooter��   – Shaquille O’Neal 
 
And you don’t have to be!  You can pass, rebound, cheer and all sorts of other good things!  Our basketball 
schedule for September is: 

                                                 
                                                Thurs., Sept. 3rd, 6-8 pm             Sat., Sept. 5th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., Sept. 7th, 6-8 pm           Thurs., Sept. 10th, 6-8 pm           Sat., Sept. 12th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., Sept. 14th, 6-8 pm         Thurs., Sept. 17th, 6-8 pm           Sat., Sept. 19th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., Sept. 21st, 6-8 pm         Thurs., Sept. 24th, 6-8 pm           Sat., Sept. 26th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., Sept. 28th, 6-8 pm              
 
 
If you would like to be sent reminders/updates regarding our schedule via email, please forward your email address to John 
Kwan at john@rhumc.org.  We look forward to seeing you there!   

 
 
Directory Updates 

 

Please take a moment to add the following information to your directory. If you have changes to your entry, please 
update via amy@rhumc.org . 
 
Jennifer & Craig Snaguski 
16 Hillcrest Manor 
Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 
(phone/email remains the same) 
 
FRIENDS ELSEWHERE SECTION: 
Elizabeth Rakas 
315 Burroughs Dr. 
Amherst, NY 14226 
(phone/email remain the same) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

This Summer at Kid Zone & Mid Zone! 
By Lisa Williams 

 
As the summer quickly comes to a close and we gear up for the 
first day of school I am sitting in my office and realize for the 
first time this summer the campus is quiet and calm.  Summer at 
RHUMC is anything but quiet and calm. As kids start back to 
school this week many will be asked to write about their summer 
vacation so I thought it would be fun to give you a glimpse into 
my summer!   As the director for both Kid Zone and Mid Zone I 
had the awesome opportunity to help kids and staff in our church 
family and community experience eight great weeks of camp.  
Kid Zone learned about Festivals Around the World through 
science, art, dance, literature, music and sports.  Mid Zone was 
on the go each day and visited such amazing places as indoor sky 
diving, making candy, learning to make sushi, visiting Griffith 
Observatory, just to name a few.  We closed the summer with a 
performance of “The Little Prince” and a vacation bible camp 

that was one of our best!  Throughout the summer we served approximately 500 kids.  Summer is a constant reminder for me of 
what an honor and privilege it is to serve this church family and community.  God is good – all the time!  All the time God is 
good! 
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Technical Director Position 
 

We are looking for qualified candidates for the Technical Director position.  The Technical Director is 
responsible for the operation and maintenance of audio, video and theatrical lighting equipment at RHUMC.  
The position is part-time, approximately 12 hours per week.  If you are interested in applying or finding out 

more about the position, please contact Steve Johnson at 310-265-9330 or call the church office. 
 
 

 
 

A Gathering of New Friends 
 

If you are newer to our church and would like to get to know us better, please consider attending a gathering on 
Sunday, October 4th, 11:30 to 2:00 p.m. 
 
You will learn about the life of RHUMC, a little about the lives of each of those sharing the day with you, and some 
history of United Methodism. 
 



A light lunch will be served.  Childcare is available upon request.  Please contact Amy Haizlip at 310-377-6771, or 
email her at amy@rhumc.org if you have interest in attending . 

 
 
 

  Club Maintenance 
The Club Maintenance volunteers disposed of old particle boards, returned spilled sand to the 
Pre-School playground, replaced light fixtures, and repaired sticking doors.  The volunteers 
included Bill Bails, Gene Koester, Dave Larson, Oren Sheldon and Jim Showalter.  The next 
opportunity to help keep our facilities in good shape begins at 8:30 AM on Saturday, 
September 26. Please help out in these efforts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher of the Year 
Church member Mark Roulette was honored with the 2009 Arnold Plank Teacher of the Year Award from the Rotary Club of 
Del Amo.  Another church member, Janice Plank, widow of Arnold Plank who was a Rotary member and superintendent of 
Torrance School District, assisted in the presentation.  Mark is chairman of the Math Department at West High.  He stresses 
community involvement locally and worldwide, teaching students to “pay it forward”.  The Rotary honored Mark because he 

exemplifies its motto, “Service Above Self”, and the slogan, “He profits most who serves best.” 
 

 
 
 

 
BE THE MATCH  

a screening drive for marrow donors on Sept. 27 
 
Many of us heard John Orr introduce the Top of the Mountain Children’s Disease Foundation 
(TOTM) to the church during services on August 24th.  John and his wife Darrelyn were inspired to 
establish this foundation as they traveled the journey to health with their daughter. Audrey Orr was 
diagnosed with leukemia when she was about a year and a half and has undergone numerous 
treatments.  Today she is a happy 3 year old toddler and is thriving.  We continue to hold Audrey up 
in prayer. 
 
 
 
1 year old Allison Zicree 

 
With Jonathan’s encouragement the Health and Wellness Ministry is supporting the work of the foundation by hosting a Bone 
Marrow Donor Screening Program.  Many children with leukemia and other life threatening diseases need whole blood 
transfusions, platelet transfusions and bone marrow transplants to get well.  We were inspired to take on the project when we 
learned of a 1 year old girl, Allison, who is diagnosed with a rare form of leukemia.  She will need a bone marrow transplant for 
survival.  Be The Match is the organization that maintains a national registry of prospective donors and finds matches for the 
patients who need the marrow transplants.  The staff of the City of Hope coordinates the donor screening program.  The 
screening results are included in the National Marrow Donor Program, Be The Match registry.  Additional details are available 
on the website:  www.marrow.org 
 
Persons who are interested in participating in the screening must be between 18 and 60 years of age and in good general health. 
 
On the day of the screening a questionnaire will be provided by the City of Hope.  The screening consists of the prospective 
donor receiving a kit with instructions to take 4 swabs from the inner cheek.  The entire process takes a few minutes.  The 
sample will be analyzed in a laboratory.  At a future time if a match is made the donor is contacted.  The donor remains in the 
Registry until age 61 years.   
 
Being screened is not a commitment but if a match is made it can provide Allison or another individual with a second chance at 
life.  If you are eligible please consider being screened on Sunday, September 27 before and after each church service.   
Opportunities to signup and additional information will be available on the patio on Sundays.  For questions please phone parish 
nurse, Marian Komori at 310-377-6771, ext 116. 
 
There are many ways of supporting the work of Top of the Mountain Children’s Disease Foundation.  Please go to website 
www.topofthemountain.org for more details. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
JR. HIGH SIERRA SERVICE PROJECT TEAM 
 
The 2009 RHUMC Junior High SSP team went to the Round Valley Indian Reservation in Covelo, northern California.  The 16 
youths were Ata Ahmad, Alex Kokka, Caela Roach, C.J. Scharenberg, Dylan Plunket, Evan Zakman, Gianna Miceli, James 
Zhang, Julian Szieff, Kathleen Holihan, Sara Platnick, Samantha Hanhart, Steven Williams, Susie Larriva, Taylor Routh, & Zoe 
Peterson. Adult counselors were Lisa Williams, Jan Johnson, Kathy Johnson & Rachael Cross. 

 
“My most memorable 
experience was sitting on 
the soccer field looking at 
the stars with friends I just 
met and became closer to 
over the week”-Sara 
Platnick.  “I liked going 
swimming, singing and 
everything else”-C.J. 
Scharenberg.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The splatterfest was my most memorable experience. It was a once in a 
lifetime experience. I wish I could do it more often. It was so fun!”-Gianna 
Miceli.  “I liked the splatterfest because it was the most fun this year and last 
year. I like the shaving cream fight, the relay races, and the game where we 
put food on our faces”-Caela Roach. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
“My most memorable experience was the splatterfest. It was fun and I was 
with everyone”-James Zhang.  
 
   “It is hard for me to identify my most memorable experience because I 
liked everything!”-Steven Williams.   “Splatterfest       was the best!” –
Julian Szieff.  
 

 
 
“My most memorable experience was seeing the Indian Reservation and looking 
at their town.  It was sad seeing so few houses and people.  I was glad to help”-
Dylan Plunkett.  “My most memorable moment was on the last day. We all went 
outside at night and stared at the stars. We got to reflect on our week at SSP.  We 
got to just relax and talk to God about the week.  I felt really connected to God. I 

can’t wait to go to SSP next year with the Senior High”-Susie Larriva. 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Senior Pastor Jonathan Chute  Music Director Chuck Dickerson 
Assoc. Pastor John Kwan  Organist/Pianist Althea Waites 

Assoc. Pastor,Family 
Ministries 

Diane Rehfield  3rd Service Ensemble Patti MacLeod 

     
Children’s Ministries Lisa Lehman  Admin. Secretaries Maureen Banasky 

Kid/Mid Zone Director Lisa Williams   Michele Nelson 
Jr. High Youth   Admin. Asst. to Pastor Amy Haizlip 
Sr. High Youth   Asst. Secretary Carol Berthelet 

Preschool Director Myra Ghabrial  Treasurer Robin La Tourette 
Parish Nurse Marian Komori  Bookkeeper Nicole Zakman 
Custodian Miguel Portillo  Facility Manager Gene Koester 

   Technical Director Roger Maddaford 
Church Office Phone 377-6771    

Fax Line 544-4123  Resident Bishop Mary Ann Swenson 
Web Site www.rhumc.org  District Superintendent Kathey Wilborn 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday -Thursday 9 – 4:30 

Friday 9 – 3 
 
 

Next Cornerstone deadline is Monday September 21 
www.rhumc.org 

 


