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Disney Hall Redux 
 
The RHUMC family is invited to another special event at the Walt 
Disney Concert Hall on Sunday, July 19 at 3:00 p.m.   
 
The Southeast Symphony is returning for a second year and, like 
last year, our Director of Music, Chuck Dickerson, will be at the 
helm – or the baton, in this case. 
 
The program will feature Bolero by Ravel and symphonic 
renditions of the favorite compositions of Duke Ellington. 
 
Chuck wants everyone to come and enjoy this concert, “I would 
be thrilled to see every member of our church at Disney Hall.  I 

can assure you that it will be a fun afternoon, and I hope you’ll be there!” 
 
Tickets for the concert and bus transportation are available through Family Ministries.  Look for their table on the 
patio on Sundays or call the church office at 310.377.6771, ext. 105 for Diane Rehfield. 
 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Be sure to save the date of Friday, November 6 at 7:30 p.m. for the performance of The Prima Divas!  Our own 

talented Jan Bunker and three dynamite women who have energy, enthusiasm and talent to share with us – you won’t 
want to miss this event!  And  check our website, www.rhumc.org for other musical events in the future.  

 
 
 
from the pastor 
 

We’re all back from Annual Conference, and Redlands was neither as hot nor as smoggy as your 
senior pastor suggests every year.  John, Diane and I were accompanied by our lay members – Chris and 
Bud Dunevant, Sam and Carolyn Melvin, Gene Koester and Michael Lewis.  We worshiped along with 
over a thousand other United Methodists from southern California and Hawaii, representing some 373 
congregations, or around 87,300 members!  Over the four days we sang, we prayed, we studied the Bible, 
we met to decide denominational business, we celebrated accomplishments in mission, and spent lots of 
time catching up with friends we often only see at Conference.  It’s a little bit like a huge family reunion, 
but with budget meetings and backroom politics . . .  Oh yes!  And we received, for the second year in a 
row, the award for the Outstanding Missionary Support Church.  Well done!  The generosity and 
encouragement you give to others is a powerful witness to the faith within you. 
 
 One of the things we pastors do at Conference is learn where our friends are moving.  From the beginning our church 
has appointed ministers to serve God’s mission where the bishop believes they can be most effective.  A generation or two ago it 
was almost expected that Methodist clergy would be rotated about every four years.  Some pastors, and some congregations, 
managed to build longer-term relationships and often saw beneficial results of longer tenure.  Our friend Ken Callahan suggests 
that a pastor’s most effective years begin around year 5, 6 or 7.  By then we’ve been with a congregation long enough for our 
relationships to develop and grow, and by then we’ve made enough mistakes that we might actually learn from them.  It takes a 
while in a church family as large and diverse as this one, as active and vital in many ways, to learn to know and trust each other 
in things that matter most.  So I’m very glad that our pastoral team is back for another year. 
 
 I was fortunate to follow Martha Rowlett as senior pastor here, after her ten years with you.  And now Thyra, Hannah 
and I are beginning our twelfth.  It is hard to believe how quickly the time has flown, but when I think about all of the events that 
have unfolded in that time it is truly remarkable.  So I am most grateful to be with you for this next year, and look forward to 
more to come.  Together we are up to many good and important things.  We have been called together by God’s grace, and given 



the opportunity to make a difference.  We have been entrusted with the gospel of Jesus Christ, a story of mercy and compassion, 
of joy and hope for the world.  So let’s tell it, and live it, together. 
 
  
 

 Grace and peace, 
 
 

�
 
 
 

Graduation Announcements 2009 
 

PRESCHOOL 
Kady Weyand, daughter of Annie Banasky, granddaughter of Charlie & Maureen Banasky, from RHUMPS and will attend 
Rancho Vista Elementary;  Meleah Simmons, granddaughter of Jane Andersen, from RHUMPS, next stop Kindergarten; Lance 
Jasanis, son of Noucha & Patrick Jasanis, from RHUMPS, headed to Taper Avenue Elementary; Romi Marckx,  daughter of 
Michael & Christine Marckx, from RHUMPS; Zach Dawson, daughter of Steve & Bethelyn Dawson, from RHUMPS, headed 
to Silver Spur Elementary; Elisa Switzer, daughter of Tiffany & Brian Switzer, from Circle of Love Preschool, attending 
Lincoln Elementary; Gabe Karmelich, son of Nancy & Brian Karmelich, from RHUMPS, next stop – Kindergarten; Julia 
Kinney, daughter of Doug & Edmee Dekhuyzen-Kinney, from RHUMPS, going to Kindergarten; Brynne Snaguski, daughter 
of Jennifer & Craig Snuguski, from RHUMPS, attending Rancho Vista Elementary; Reed Woodland, son of Lyneete & Woody 
Woodland and grandson of Earl & Louise Butler, from RHUMPS, next stop is Valmonte DK.  
 
KINDERGARTEN  
Isabella Thompson, granddaughter of Patty & Gene Koester, from Woodland School; Sierra Heinrich, granddaughter of Eric 
& Dianne Randall, from Nordstrom Elem., going to same school in 1st grade; Jade Haizlip, daughter of Amy & Jeff Haizlip and 
granddaughter of Jan Haizlip, from Anza Elementary. 
 
ELEMENTARY  
Ryan Snuguski, son of Jennifer & Craig Snuguski, from Rancho Vista, going to Ridgecrest Intermediate; Alissa Beall, daughter 
of Jill & Keith Beall, from Silver Spur Elem., headed for PVIS; Connor Welch, son of Susan & Wade Welch, from Silver Spur 
Elem., going to PVIS; Marley & Coral Hale, daughters of Emily & Jim Hale, from Riviera Elem., headed to Richardson 
Middle School; Matthew King, grandson of Rita & Len Guiton, from Grace Christian Sch., going into 7th grade at same school; 
Daniel Remeta, grandson of Dan & Priscilla Remeta, from St. John Fisher Elem., going to PVHS.  
 
 
 
INTERMEDIATE OR MIDDLE SCHOOL  
Jack Nelson, son of Michele & John Nelson, from PVIS, headed to PVHS; Collin Marsaw, son of Kim & Dana Marsaw, from 
Jefferson Middle School, attending West High;  Ryan Beall, son of Jill & Keith Beall, from PVIS, going to PVHS; Austin 
Welch, son of Susan & Wade Welch, from PVIS, next stop Chadwick; Jake Phillips, son of Cheryl & Steve Phillips, from 
PVIS to PVPHS; Mark Guiton, grandson of Rita & Len Guiton, from Thompson Middle School, headed to high school; Adam 
Whitman, son of Gina & Dave Whitman, from Ridgecrest Intermediate, attending PVPHS; Madeline Ann Scherba, 
granddaughter of Taz & Susan Latham, from Miraleste Middle Sch., headed to PVPHS; Hailey Hetzer, daughter of Kristin & 
Greg Hetzer, from Roling Hills Country Day School, next stop – Mary Star of the Sea High School; Jacob Markow, grandson 
of Kathy & Dave Nesheim, from Vineyard Middle Sch., next stop is Los Osos High Sch.; Kevin Carney, son of Zoie & Dave 
Carney, from Midland Prep School, headed to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL  
Jeff Lehman, son of Lisa & Jim Lehman, from Chadwick with the next stop being Texas A & M; Micah Truex, daughter of 
Phoebe & Mike Truex, from West High, headed to West Virginia Univ.; Christopher Rea, grandson of Bill & Arlene Korb, 
from Topeka West High School, going to Kansas State Univ.; Catherine Freije, daughter of Sylvia & Steve Freije, from 
PVPHS, attending Brown University; Alex Marsaw, son of Kim & Dana Marsaw, from West High, next stop Utah State; Sean 
Bayley, grandson of Kathy & Dave Nesheim, from San Dieguito Academy, headed to Cal-Poly, SLO; Forrest Hale, son of 
Emily & Jim Hale, from South High and will attend Humboldt State Univ.; John R. Brodhead, grandson of Jim & Ann 
McCurry, from Loyola High School and headed for St. Mary’s College, Moraga, CA; Brian Saxman, son of Candace Saxman, 
from PVHS, attending Mt. San Jacinto College; Billy Wasick, grandson of Betty Wasick, from the Naval Academy Prep Sch., 
going to the U.S. Naval Academy in the fall; Brittany Ramsey, daughter of Jamie Ramsey & a Kid Zone staffer, from PVPHS, 
heading to college; Kelsey Guest, daughter of Madeleine Guest, from PVPHS, attending Humboldt State Univ.;  Erin Gail 
Ortega, granddaughter of Ray & Gail Roulette, from Saugus High, going to UC Santa Barbara; Christopher Schott, grandson 
of Dick & Patti Gloor, from North High, Walnut Creek, headed to Arizona State; Kelli Nolan, granddaughter of Sylvia & Dale 
Thompson, from Vista High, going to Questa College, SLO; Michael Ciauri, grandson of Kathie & Joe Austin, from South 
High, attending El Camino College; John Bishop, son of Ron & Jeanne Bishop, from Chadwick, going to the U.S. Naval 
Academy. 
 
COLLEGE & POST GRADUATE  
Paul David Shrader, son of Debra & Daniel Shrader, from Northwester Univ., starting work at Northwestern as Coordinator of 
their Saferide Program; Craig Bumatay, son of Becky & Ernie Bumatay, from the University of Virginia’s McIntire School of 
Commerce with a Master Degree in Accounting; Shelby Hast, granddaughter of Norm & Ginny Loos, from NYU, next stop – a 



job in publishing; Krista Marie Beck, granddaughter of Dick & Phyllis Goetz, from Chapman University, next stop – getting a 
teaching credential;  Mallory Sherwood, granddaughter of of Joe & Phyllis Sherwood, from Sweet Briar College in Virginia; 
Jessica Ann Miller, daughter of Carolyn & Larry Garrison, from UCLA, headed to medical school; Rachael Cross, Kid Zone 
Staffer, from CSU Long Beach and on to teach 4th grade at a Los Angeles area  school; Sarah Brodhead, granddaughter of Jim 
& Ann McCurry, from Mount St. Mary’s College (Nursing school), next stop is on staff at Los Angeles Children’s Hospital; 
Katherine Brodhead, granddaughter of Jim & Ann McCurry, from Univ. of San Francisco, headed to employment in the SF 
business community; Dustin McCurry, grandson of the McCurry clan, from Biola Univ. Torrey Honors Institute, attending 
Oxford Univ. in the fall; Zach Steel, son of Susan Steel, from El Camino College, next stop – UCLA; Andy Morse, son of 
Roxanne & Dick Morse, from Harvard Business School, starting work with in Dallas soon; Jessie Tisdale, daughter of Chris 
Tisdale, from Pepperdine University; DeForest Kirkwood, RHUMC choir member, from CSULB’s Bob Cole Conservatory of 
Music, seeking work and an MBA; Billy Webster, son of Mary Lynn & Bill Webster, from the University of Arizona School of 
Architecture; Mandy Graves Hillstrom, daughter of Bill & Kelly Graves and sister to Beth Graves-Meyerhoff, from USC with 
a Ph.D, next stop – teaching at Cal State L.A. & USC; Alison Aguilar Haehnel, daughter of Kerry Welch & Lou Aguilar, from 
the University of Illinois with a Master’s degree;  Katie Ball, daughter of Loretta & Larry Ball, received a Master’s from the 
University of Maryland.  

 
 
 
 

Waving their diplomas from RHUMC Preschool, children from the Class of 2009 celebrate 
graduation.  Look for their names in future  

“Graduates” lists  because . . .   
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. . . there is a good reason they call these ceremonies "commencement exercises."  Graduation is 

not the end; it's the beginning.  ~Orrin Hatch 
 

 
 
 
 

Club Maintenance 
 

The Club Maintenance crew painted doors in the kitchen hallway and a light stanchion.  They 
also made repairs to damaged drywall, curtain rods and a sidewalk.  Installation of a changing 
table completed the efforts by the crew consisting of Bill Bails, Gene Koester, Don Pedersen, 
Oren Sheldon, Jim Showalter, Jim Watkins and newcomer Dina Chon. 

  
The next session for Club Maintenance will start at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday, July 18.  Please help 
out when you can. 

 
 
 



Bible Study for Adults 
 
If you want to learn more about the Bible, visit the table on the patio after Sunday morning services or call Elaine 
Klessig at (310) 377-1063.  All classes meet in the Aldersgate Room which is on the right as you enter the sanctuary. 
 
DISCIPLE I    A 35 week comprehensive study in which you read 80% of the Bible.  Classes meet weekly 
from September through May with time off for the holidays.  Morning classes will meet on Tuesdays from 
9:15-11:45 a.m.  Evening classes will meet on Wednesdays from 7:00-9:30 p.m.  Cost for the Study Manual is 
$42.00 
 
DISCIPLE IV Intensive study of The Writings (Psalms, Proverbs, Job, etc.) and The Gospel of John and 
Revelation.  This class is open to those who have completed Disciple One.  It is 33 weeks long.  Morning classes 
will meet on Thursdays from 9:15-11:45 a.m.  Evening classes will meet on Thursdays from 7:00-9:30 p.m.  
Cost for the Study Manual is $42.00 
 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: Bible study, discussion, fellowship and food.  The “Seekers Class” meets at 
10:00 a.m. Sunday mornings in Aldersgate Room.  Currently, the group is studying the United Methodist 
Church and what it means to be a part of this community.  

 
 
 

Challenging RHUMC Women to Read . . . 
 
. . . books that expand our horizons and bring us into contact with people using marvelous gifts as in Three Cups of Tea, or who 
lead lives we cannot imagine as in Enriquie’s Journey.  This is an on-going program with United Methodist Women, but you 
don’t have to belong to a UMW group to be a part of this reading challenge. 
 
The books are divided into categories that tie in with the Purpose of United Methodist Women.  One category is “Nurturing for 
Community” in which books include Giving Good Gifts, 52 Simple Ways to Make a Difference, and Thriving Marriages.  The 
second category is “Education for Mission, and those books include Bethlehem Besieged, Iraq:  A Journey of Hope and Peace, 
and The Kite Runner.  The third grouping is “Social Action” with books on that list like Blue Collar Jesus and Enrique’s 
Journey.  The fourth category is “Spiritual Growth” – Breakfast Epiphanies, Jesus’ Parables of the Lost and Found and Your 
Inner Eve.  There are hundreds of books on the list, but there are no demands upon your time other than reading at your leisure.  
Even if you read just one book, we would love to have you participate.  For more information, see Elaine Klessig on the patio 
between Sunday morning services, or call Elaine at 310-377-1063. 

 
 
 

 

OPPORTUNITIES for HEALTH and WELLNESS 
 
CORE STRENGHTHENING SESSIONS:  Helaine Lopes conducts these classes on Monday mornings from 8:45 to 9:30 
Am.  She leads the group in stretching, balancing and strengthening exercises.  Activities are done on the floor, standing and 

using the exercise ball.  Newcomers are always welcome.  The 
session is repeated on Wednesdays with the same routine.  The 
cost is $5 a week. 
 

A word about Helaine:  Helaine is a certified Athletic Trainer 
who has studied and received advanced degrees from USC.  She 
has worked at USC for many years and continues to be on staff 
there.  She planned and implemented rehabilitation programs for 
the athletes and assisted coaches in developing conditioning, 
weight    training and nutrition programs.  She has taught 
courses in Kinesiology and Exercise Physiology.  Among her 
other accomplishments Helaine is active in the South Bay 
community as PTSA leader and serves on the board of VISTAS 
to support children with special needs.  She is a valued resource 
for the local hospitals.  RHUMC is privileged to have Helaine 
share her knowledge and expertise.  Many have benefited by the 
individual attention and advice she brings to members of the 

class. 
 

 The Core Class focuses on strengthening the muscles of the torso that stabilizes the spine and provides a solid foundation for 
movement of the arms and legs.  The biggest benefit is to develop functional fitness that is so essential to daily living.  Each 
participant works at his/her pace to build strength.  You do not need to be an athlete to participate!  Bring an exercise mat or 
blanket to the first class that you attend.  Helaine can recommend the appropriate size for the exercise ball.  Hand weights are 
available.  Come and join us! 
 

LAUGHTER GROUP:  On Thursday mornings at 9 AM this lively group meets to stretch, laugh and relax.  Nina Bradbury 
who initiated the class is a certified Laughter Yoga instructor.  There are no unusual poses or twisting involved.  Nina and other 



leaders lead the group in exercises that develop laughing.  No joke telling skills are needed.  Laughter has been proven to release 
endorphins which are the same body chemicals that athletes can experience.  As a result participants can experience a sense of 
well being.  Many report better sleeping habits.  The health benefits of laughter are innumerable.  Studies are constantly being 
conducted to scientifically document the physical and mental results that laughter can bring.  The exercises learned in class can 
also be practiced at home.  Newcomers are always welcomed! 
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Crocodile Dock Vacation Bible Camp 
August 3-7 
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AM – Noon OR 1:30 – 4:30 
         Cost $60 per child 

(FREE when you volunteer for  
   all 5 mornings or afternoons) 

                          OR 
    All Day, 9AM – 4:30: cost $170  

      (each session will have  
different activities) 

 
We also have Croc Dock lunch and extended camp hours (call Kid Zone 

office at 310-377-7302 for hours and cost).  

����

����

����

����

�������	������	��������	������	��������	������	��������	������	�� ���

���������	�
���
����������������������

��������������������

����� �!��������������
����"#$��

 
 
 
 
 
 



Family Ministries  

 United Methodist Dodger Night  is Friday, July 17.  The Dodgers will be playing the  

Huston Astros.  The game starts at 7:10 PM.  Tickets are in the inner reserve level from home plate 
down the third base line.  There will be fireworks after the game, so you are invited to bring your 
blankets and go down on the field to watch. Tickets are $20.00 each (a $28.00 face value) with 
$2.00 per ticket going to the Cal-Pac Economic Hardship Assistance Fund.  Children 3 years of age 
and younger do not require a ticket, if they share your seat. Ticket order deadline is Thursday, July 
2, 2009 as unsold tickets must be returned to the Los Angeles Dodgers.  

There will be jazz at the Hollywood Bowl on August 22.  Diana Krall will be the featured artist.  
The concert begins at 8:30.  Tickets are $28, and you can take the bus from Wilson Park for only $5.  

 
You can sign up for all of the above at the Family Ministries table on Sunday mornings, or  by calling 310-377-6771 x 105 or 
emailing familyministries@rhumc.org.   
 

 
Basketball Update - June Schedule 
 
“Do you know what you get when you turn 23 around?���������	
����
��������������
����������
����
�   – LeBron James to Kobe Bryant from the Nike puppet commercials. 
 
Time to get your triple-double on!  Our basketball schedule for July is: 

     
    Thurs., July 2nd, 6-8 pm  Sat., July 4th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., July 6th, 6-8 pm   Thurs., July 9th, 6-8 pm  Sat., July 11th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., July 13th, 6-8 pm   Thurs., July 16th, 6-8 pm Sat., July 18th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., July 20th, 6-8 pm   Thurs., July 23rd, 6-8 pm Sat., July 25th, 2-4 pm 
Mon., July 27th, 6-8 pm   Thurs., July 30th, 6-8 pm 
 
 
If you would like to be sent reminders/updates regarding our schedule via email, please forward your email address to John 
Kwan at john@rhumc.org.  We look forward to seeing you there!   
 
 
 
 

Directory Updates 
 

Please take a moment to add the following information to your copy. If you have changes 
to your entry, please update via amy@rhumc.org. 
 
Peitzman, Fred & Ann – 4129 W. 228th Pl., Torrance, CA 90505 
Phone:  310-375-7701 
Candace Saxman – 23595 Silverwood St., Murrieta, CA 92565, Phone: (951) 696-8664 
Genevieve & Jeff Stroud - 3611 West Hidden Lane, #B, Rolling Hills Estates, CA 90274 
Robert & Ashley Arthur  – 5148 Zakon Rd., Torrance, CA 90505 
 

New Members 
Please welcome the following people who were received by the congregation as new members June 21st. 
 
Wayne & Margaret Stark -  4601 West 148th St., Lawndale, CA 90260,  
Phone: (310-) 676-1713, wayne_stark@dslextreme.com  
 
Strawn & Penny Steele - 28240 Palos Verdes Dr. East, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275, Phone: (424) 772-6470, 
penderellaR@aol.com  
 
Wade Welch – 4216 Via Pinzon, Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274, 
Phone: (310) 378-8064, wadepwelch@yahoo.com  
 
Richard & Thelma Yasuda – 4050 Rousseau Ln., Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274, 
Phone: (310) 377-7787, Yasuda63@cox.net 
 
 
 
 



Photo Directories Now Available 
You will all be pleased to know that we have received the final shipment of our photo directories and they are available 

to pick up from the narthex on Sundays, or from the church office during the week.  We have labeled each one with your 
name and they will be in boxes in alphabetical order.  We wish to thank associate pastor Diane Rehfield for lighting the 

fire to get this project accomplished.  Many, many thanks go to her husband, Mark Rehfield, for taking the raw data and 
making such a beautiful book.  Mark spent hours – make that days and days – on the directory, and it shows.  We 

apologize for the unexpected delay in getting it to you, but that just emphasized to us why a photo directory only happens 
once every 10 years or so!  Thank you to all who helped make it a reality and thank you for arranging your schedules 

and gathering your family together to pose for the photos – you all look beautiful! 
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Father’s Day Hot Dog Brunch 
We enjoyed a wonderful celebration of our Dads on Sunday, June 14th. We served hot dogs and 
potato salad and some good cheer to thank the special men in our lives for all they do for us 
throughout the year. Thank you to the following people for their generous and hard work in 
helping with this event: 

Tammy Scott 
Allison Scott 
Ashley Arthur 
Carol Pedersen 

VBC Volunteers Wanted! 
Vacation Bible Camp is just 2 months away, August 3rd through August 7th. It is popular program and last year we had a record 
turnout of over 300 kids, and we expect a similar crowd this year. We need MANY  volunteers to serve to make the program 
successful. We are especially looking for CREW LEADERS. These are volunteers who escort groups of 5-8 children from 
station to station during the program. We are also offering again an additional AFTERNOON  session from 1:30 to 4:30 PM, so you 
have your choice of times. No preparation is required other than to attend one training meeting of about 1 hour prior to VBC. 
The registration fee for children of volunteers is free (a $50 per child value). Contact Lisa Lehman at 377-6771 or 
lisa@rhumc.org if you are interested or for more information.  

3rd Grade Bibles 
We presented our 3rd Graders with their very own Bibles on Sunday, June 14th. Congratulations to those who received them! If 
your child was unable to attend, please let me know and I will make sure a copy is available for you to pick-up at the church. 
Call me at 310-377-6771 or email me at lisa@rhumc.org. 
 
Lisa Lehman, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
 

Check Out Our Summer Camps! 
 

Be sure to check out our fabulous summer camps for elementary and middle school.  www.rhumc.org 
 
 

Senior Pastor  Jonathan Chute  Music Director Chuck Dickerson 
Assoc. Pastor John Kwan  Organist/Pianist Althea Waites 
Assoc. Pastor,Family 
Ministries 

Diane Rehfield  3rd Service Ensemble Patti MacLeod 

   Bell Choir Debbie Stadler 
Children’s Ministries Lisa Lehman  Admin. Secretaries Maureen Banasky 
Kid/Mid Zone Director  Lisa Williams   Michele Nelson 
Jr. High Youth   Admin. Asst. to Pastor Amy Haizlip 
Sr. High Youth   Asst. Secretary Carol Berthelet 
Preschool Director Myra Ghabrial  Treasurer Robin La Tourette 
Parish Nurse Marian Komori  Bookkeeper Nicole Zakman 
Custodian Miguel Portillo  Facility Manager Gene Koester 
   Technical Director Roger Maddaford 
Church Office Phone 377-6771    
Fax Line 544-4123  Resident Bishop Mary Ann Swenson 
Web Site www.rhumc.org  District Superintendent Kathey Wilborn 

310-377-6771 – Phone   310-544-4123 - FAX   310-377-7302 – Kid Zone   
310-377-7402 – Preschool      www.rhumc.org 

SUNDAY WORSHIP HOURS 
8:30 & 10 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday -Thursday 9 – 4:30 

Friday 9 – 3  
Next Cornerstone deadline is Monday July  20 


