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 Holy Week at RHUMC  

April 5 -Palm Sunday ð Childrenõs Palm Procession at morning 
services.  

April 5 - 7:30 p.m. ð òRequiemó by John Rutter performed by Chancel 
Choir and the Southeast Symphony, featuring guest soloist Lauren 
Criddle.  

April 9 ð Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:30 p.m.  A Tenebrae and 
Last Supper service with Chancel  Choir.  

 

April 10 ð Good Friday Worship Service at 7:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir  

April 11, Saturday at 9 a.m. ð Easter Egg Hunt on Church Campus.  

April 12, Easter Sunday ð Services at 8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. and at 5:30 p.m.  Morning services will 
feature Chanc el Choir and brass ensemble.  3 rd  Service Ensemble will perform at the evening 
service.  

Those wishing to òbeat the crowdsó by coming to the 8:00 a.m. service can look forward to hot-
cross buns, orange juice (along with our regular coffee) starting at 7:30 ð always a good way to 
start the day, especially on Easter Sunday.  

 

 

 

from the pastor 

Sitting up at the front on Sundays provides an interesting perspective on our church family.  I see 

spouses coming in after dropping off a little one in the nursery.  Theyôre looking for the rest of their family, 

and I wish I could catch their eye.  ñDown in front, over on the leftò I want to say.  ñTheyôre looking for 
you, too!ò  I see new families finding a home in the Cry Room, after the birth of a baby has changed 

everything in their lives.  I see old friends catching up on their way out to the patio.  I see first time 

worshipers and new members, and wonder what we could do to connect them with some of the people here 

I know they would enjoy meeting.  The picture I see each week is not static, or fixed, but dynamic, and 
ever-changing.  Itôs mysterious and beautiful to watch it unfold. 

 

 And thatôs just what I can see.  What lies under the surface is even more of a mystery.  When someone comes to church 
for the first time, usually something is going on inside them that has caused them to wonder about the world, about themselves, 

or both.  And though some of us have been worshiping here for years, there are things happening in our lives, too.  We arenôt 

wearing signs that say ñOur daughter is getting divorced, and weôre worried about the kids.ò  Or ñMy mom is sick and lives 
across the country.ò  When we come together for worship, we bring all of that with us.  It really is quite amazing to behold.  Just 

think how it looks from Godôs perspective.... 

 

 This year our observance of Holy Week and Easter will be rich and full.  From the all too brief triumph of Palm Sunday 
we watch as Jesus moves through the events of his Passion.  That evening we will get to hear the choirôs presentation of John 

Rutterôs Requiem, accompanied by the Southeast Symphony.  You wonôt want to miss it.  Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

services will bring us together to celebrate the Last Supper and to hear the ñSeven Last Wordsò of Jesus.  On Easter Sunday 
weôll worship at 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m., with a special Easter breakfast before the first service, as well as our usual 3rd 

service celebration at 5:30.  Easter comes at the end of Spring Break for lots of folks, and we look forward to celebrating with 

you the new life which is ours in Christôs resurrection. 



 

 I also want to call to your attention the upcoming Silent Auction, to support the work of our preschool, and ALL the 
childrenôs programs of our congregation.  It will be held on Saturday evening, April 25, at the home of Robbie and Tarrah 

Vierra-Lambert.  The auction has been a great success for the preschool in previous years, and this year we have expanded it to 

an event for the whole congregation.  There will be wonderful food, amazing auction items, and a great gathering of friends.  

Tickets are available on the patio, or by calling the church office.  I hope to see you there! 
 

 Grace and peace, 

 

 

 

 

Family Ministries  
 
Family Ministries has been exploring the wonders of God's creation as described in the first chapter of Genesis.  Over 60 people 

went on the whale watching trip which explored day 5, the sea creatures and winged birds.  Thanks to our naturalist and church 

member Dave Whitman for the informative talk he gave as we cruised the waters off of the Peninsula.  Our next adventure will 
be to the Los Angeles Zoo on April 18, where we will explore day 6, the living creatures and humankind.  You can also save 

May 29 for an evening of astronomy, exploring days 1,2, and 4.   

 
On Memorial Day weekend family ministries is sponsoring an all church camp at Lazy W Ranch in San Juan Capistrano.  We 

will sleep in cozy cabins with bunk beds.  In most cases, the bathrooms are a short stroll down the lane, but a few cabins have 

their own bathrooms.  We'll enjoy silly skits, songs and s'mores around the campfire each evening, and have fun hiking, 

exploring the stream, and getting to know one another better during the day.  You can sign up for one, two, or all three nights at 
camp, beginning with Friday afternoon, May 22nd. 

 

Our next parenting series, Active Parenting Now, begins on Tuesday night, April 14, and will run for 5 weeks.  The class will be 
led by Cindy Skale, and covers a wide range of parenting skills.  The hours are 7 - 9 p.m., and childcare is provided. 

 

For more information or to sign up for any of these activities stop by the family ministries table after church, or contact 

Diane at familyministries@rhumc.org. 

  People, Pelicans, Sea Lions, & Oh, Yes 
ð Whales!  Family Ministries group enjo yed a Whale 

Watch outing in early March.  

 

Photos by Mark Rehfield  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY BLOOD DRIVE   -   12 NOON to 6 P.M. 
 

The fifteenth American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held on April 10
th
 in Wesley Hall.  RHUMCôs first parish 

nurse, Sylvia Warner, initiated this life-giving service on this important day when we are especially mindful of Jesus 

Christ.  This year we hope to donate 75 units of blood with your help!  Many of you donate regularly and we hope 

that you will be able to participate on this day also. Volunteer blood donors need to be at least 17 years of age, but 16 

year olds may donate with parental consent.  Donors must weigh at least 110 pounds and be in good health.  Giving 

blood takes about an hour of time but the rewards are immeasurable.  One pint of blood has the potential of saving 3 

or more lives.  The process is painless.  After the donation your body will go to work restoring fluids and the red 

blood cells.  If you have never donated blood before consider this a personal invitation to seriously consider doing it.  

Sign-ups are by appointment times and may be done after Sunday worship services or online at the Red Cross site, 

www.givelife.org and enter sponsor code RHUMC . 

The Blood Drive also offers opportunities to assist at the refreshment and registration tables.  

 

Child care will be available upon request.  For questions please phone Marian at 310-377- 6771 or email 

marian@rhumc.org  

 

Itõs An Easter Egg Hunt and Youõre Invited! 
Saturday, April 11 th  9:00 a.m. 

All Children Birth through 5 th  Grade  
 
Parents need to bring 12 plastic eggs per child filled with treats to the Preschool Office or the 

Church Office from Monday, April 6
th
, through Friday, March 10

th
.  On the morning of the 

hunt, children will gather on the patio.  Eggs will be hidden between the Sanctuary, office, 

classroom buildings and play yards.  Children will hunt in groups by age beginning with the 

youngest.  Each child will collect a total of 12 eggs and then proceed to Wesley Hall to receive 

prizes, refreshments, and have an opportunity to have their picture taken with the Easter Bunny.  

Each child should bring their own Easter Basket.  Your egg drop-off will be the only RSVP 

needed. 

 

If you have any further questions, please contact Lisa Lehman, Director of Childrenôs Ministries 310-377-6771 or 

lisa@rhumc.org 

 

This event is sponsored by RHUMCôs Childrenôs Ministries and welcomes all children from the community. 
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LILIES AND BLOOMING PLANTS FOR SANCTUARY 
 

       Easter lilies and blooming plants will be used to decorate the Chancel  for our 

       Easter Worship Services this year.  You may place your order ñIn Honor oféò, 

       or ñIn Memory oféò a loved one, or ñTo the Glory of  Godò. 
 

After the 5:30 Easter service, you may pick up the plants you ordered.  The lilies in the planter       

boxes will remain an additional Sunday.  Suggested donation is $10.00 per plant. 

 

LAST DAY TO ORDER PLANTS IS SUNDAY, APRIL 5 

 

 Easter Lilies -- _____             Blooming Plants -- _____ 

 

Please check:   Will take plant______     

                        Will donate to a home-bound or the Church______  

 

In Honor of____________________________________________ 

 

In Memory of__________________________________________ 

 

To the Glory of God_____________________________________ 

 

Given by______________________________________________ 

 

Check Number_____________Amount______________________ 

 

Cash_________________________Amount__________________ 

 

Please make your checks payable to RHUMC in the amount of $10.00 per plant.  If you wish to place an order, please 

fill out this form and give it with your check to the Flower Chairpersons, on the patio between worship services on 

March 22 and March 29.  If you have any questions, call Wanda Watkins, 310-541-2751 or Carolyn Garrison, 310-

732-1099.  We appreciate your participation in this program! 

 

 

 

 

ShareFest and Los Angeles County Fire Dept.  

Need Volunteers!! 
 

Have we got a special project for you, RHUMC!  On Saturday, May 2, ShareFest and the Los Angeles County Fire Department 
want to transform one of the most rundown and dilapidated high school campuses in Southern California - Banning High School 

in Wilmington. 

 

Both ShareFest and L.A. County Fire hope this dramatic transformation of the quad area located in central campus will uplift the 
students who go to Banning High as well communicate how much area leaders want to help them go on to be productive and 

happy members of society.   

 
The workday clean-up will involve repainting the mascot mural as well as raking sod, laying sod, installing planters, planting 

shrubs, assembling tables, prepping walkways and paving walkways. When all is said and done, this area will radiate Godôs love 

and the work of a community that cares.    

 
ShareFest, best described as a bridge from local churches to the community, is a living, breathing bridge constructed of people 

from over 100 local churches that have begun to understand that when it comes to sharing Godôs love, actions speak much 

louder than words.  
 

Please join us for this inner and outer transformation weekend, where we will see Godôs love in action at Banning High School.   

 
To sign-up or for more information please call John Thielman at 310.371.4562 or Jo Hunt at 310.265.0082.  Thanks and we 

hope to see you all there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Basketball Update   - April Schedule 
     
 

Thurs April 2 6:00-8:00 pm  Sat April 4 2:00-4:00 pm 

Mon April 6 6:00-8:00 pm  Thurs April 9 6:00-8:00 pm 
Fri April 10 6:00-8:00 pm  Sat April 11 CANCELLED  

Mon April 13 6:00-8:00 pm  Thurs April 16 6:00-8:00 pm 

  Sat April 18 2:00-4:00 pm   Mon April 20 6:00-8:00 pm 

  Thurs April 23 6:00-8:00 pm   Sat April 25 6:00-8:00 pm 
  Mon April 27 6:00-8:00 pm   Thurs April 30 6:00-8:00 pm 

    

Please email John Kwan at john@rhumc.org if you would like to be placed on the email distribution list regarding 

basketball schedule. 

 

 

 

Directory Updates 
 

Please take a moment to add the following information to your copy. If you have 

changes to your entry, please update amy@rhumc.org. 
 

Linda Gehr ï new email:  lindagehr@verizon.net  

Rosemarie Lombardo-Pauley & Bill Pauley - new e-mail:  rmlombardo@cox.net  

 

New Members 
 

Please welcome the following people who were received by the congregation as new members December 14
th
. 

 

Earl & Dorothy Ladd  ï 23301 Wade Ave., Torrance 90505 

 310-325-9889, erladd@pacbell.net 

Helen Mellott ï 204 Via Alcance, PVE 90274 

 310-373-1448, helenm204@verizon.net 

Maury & Mandy Hillstrom  (James & Allen) ï 26315 Regent Ave., Lomita 90717 

 310-534-1963, mangosb@hotmail.com 

Jeff & Dina Chon (Mia & Avery) ï 24413 Madison St., Torrance 90505 

 310-500-6733, dinachon@sbcglobal.net 

Jim & Mary Gisbrec ht ï 2314 Sunnyside Ridge Rd., RPV 90275 

 310-833-6503, jgisbrecht@cox.net 

Fred & Ann Peitzman ï 4129 W. 228
th
 Pl., Torrance 90505 

 310-375-7701, FrednAnnP@aol.com 

Edward & JoAnn Arnn  ï 19432 Redbeam Ave. Torrance 90503 

 310-214-2042, edarnn@earthlink.net 

John & Irene Donaldson ï 2412 Vanderbilt Lane, Unit B, Redondo Beach 90277 

 310-379-2377 

David & Cindy Boger (Samantha & Kyle) ï 5102 Silver Arrow Dr., RPV 90275 

 310-377-1239, cfboger@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

Club Maintenance 
The Club Maintenance crew kept the paint brushes busy with touchup work in both Sanctuary and 

Office buildings, and painting of the ventilating equipment on the Kitchen roof.  General repair and 
tightening of the Aldersgate Room chairs, replacing a string of patio lights, replacing separator boards 

between patio slabs, cleaning the signs along Crenshaw Blvd., spot cleaning carpeting, and tree 

trimming were also jobs completed.  Those participating were Jim Watkins, Jim Showalter, Oren 
Sheldon, Don Pedersen, Dave Larson, Gene Koester and Bill Bails. 

  

The next Club Maintenance activity will start at 8:30 AM on Saturday, April 4, a week earlier than usual.  Hope you 
can participate in improving the looks of our facilities for Easter Sunday. 
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Another Accolade for Author  

Marina Endicott  
 

Marinaôs reading here on March 1
st
 was a great success with nearly 100 attending to hear her 

inspiring reading of her award-winning novel, Good to a Fault, for which she was one of the 
five finalists for Canadaôs Giller Prize, an award equal to our National Book Award. 

 

Marina just won another award, The Commonwealth Prize for Literature in Canada.  She is in 

the finals for the same award that encompasses all of the countries within the British 
Commonwealth to be decided in May in Australia.  Well done, Marina!  We feel just a little 

proud that we caught her on the way up the literary ladder ï we wonôt  

be able to afford her speaking fee on the next book! 
 

Speaking of Books . . . 
 
Donôt forget that there are two reading groups at RHUMC:  The Purposeful Readers that meet about every month to 6 

weeks on Sunday evening, 6:30 to 8:30,  to discuss interesting and thoughtful books usually related to religious topics 

(fiction and non-fiction), but delve into other fields as well, like history, politics, and world concerns.  Then we have 

Rolling Readers that meet on the third Thursday of the month at noon in the Brideôs Room.  Reading choices are 

primarily fiction from the Best Seller List to mysteries, biography, relationships (functional and dysfunctional!).  

Please contact the church office if you would like to know more or would like to be placed on an email distribution 

list for one or both groups. 

 

 

 

 

ELDERCARE: Supporting Emotional Needs 
APRIL 2O, 2009 at 10 A.M. in the Aldersgate Room 
The South Bay Parish Nurses is inviting everyone to a presentation by Karen Hellwig.  Karen is 
a registered nurse who has earned advanced degrees and titles: MN, RN-BC, and Professor 

Emerita of Nursing at El Camino College.  Among the many hats that she wears, Karen is a 

Psychiatric Case Manager for Physicians Choice Home Health in Torrance, CA.  She has over 
20 yearsô experience working with psychiatric home care patients and has a special interest in 

elders with dementia.  She has presented at nursing conferences on the recognition and 

management of dementia.  Karen has published work in nursing journals about psychiatric home 
care and her experiences with her mother-in-law's dementia.  The nurses are looking forward to 

hearing this dynamic person share her professional expertise and personal experiences.   Anyone 

interested in attending may sign-up on the patio on April 19 or call Marian at 310 377-6771, ext 

116. 

 

 

 

 

KID ZONE & MID ZONE SUMMER PROGRAMS  
 

Join us for summer camp! 
 

Visit our websites at www.rhumc.org/kidzone for elementary age camps . . 

. 

 
. é and  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

www.rhumc.org/midzone for middle school options. 
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